
Choose a level and 

easily accessible site

If your back yard is fairly flat, you’re in
luck. A slope of 5 in. over 12 ft. is easily
accommodated with the thickness of

Building this shed isn’t difficult, but it
does require a little carpentry experi-
ence. The frame is conventional: 2x4
stud walls and 2x6 rafters. Then we sim-
ply added details to the basic structure.
Our step-by-step photos and drawings
show you how they all go together.Study
all the details before jumping in, so you
understand how ever y thing goes
together. If you don’t have time to do it
all, farm out parts of the project, such as
the concrete slab. (I have to admit that I
love concrete work. My adrenaline starts
pumping when I hear the roar of the
delivery truck!)

Don’t feel overwhelmed by the size
of the project. You don’t have to com-
plete it in a week. It’s the kind of project
that you can spread over an entire sea-
son, knocking off a chunk each week.
This project took another carpenter and
me about six full days to complete, so if
you’ve helped your neighbors several
times on their projects, it’s time to call in
the favors.
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Figure A

2Snap lines on your slab to establish the wall plate

locations. Set the treated wall plates against the lines

and transfer the anchor bolt locations. Drill 5/8-in. diame-

ter holes at the bolt locations.

1Pour the concrete base and set the anchor bolts.

Screed the sand over a concrete base with a

notched 2x4. Set the pavers even with the concrete.

Slab and stud detail
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