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Choosing the 
right location 

Because this project is made to

stand independent of the house,

you can either locate it right near

your house as we did or let it stand

alone in the garden. You can also

consider using wood chips or gravel

as a floor or even pour a concrete

slab underneath. By keeping it unat-

tached (about 4 in. from the eaves),

you don’t have to deal with moving

existing gutters or matching eaves.

You also don’t have to mess with

frost footings (in colder climates).

However, if you have clay soil, it’s

best to dig to frost depth (if greater

than 24 in.) for your footings to pre-

vent frost heave.

Our existing patio was built over

a sand and compacted gravel base,

so we removed only the stones nec-

essary to dig the 12-in. diameter

holes to secure the posts. You’ll

most likely have a different situa-

tion. If you’ll be adding a patio later,

be sure to pour all the footings at

the finished patio height. Keep in

mind any slope you’ll include in the

patio. Most patios slope about 

1/8 in. per foot to drain.

A Classic Pergola

Shopping List
ITEM QTY.

Pressure-treated 4x4 x 10' posts 3

Pressure-treated 1x4 x 8' post wraps 8

Pressure-treated 1x4 x 8' fascia 7

Composite polymer columns 
with bases and capitals 6

Pressure-treated 2x10 x 16' (E) 2

Pressure-treated 2x10 x 14' (F1) 2

Pressure-treated 2x10 x 12' (F2) 1

Pressure-treated 2x10 x 10' 
(decorative tails) 4

Pressure-treated 1x6 x 12' ledger 
strips (G), ripped to width 2

Pressure-treated 2x8 x 8' rafters 16

Pressure-treated 5/4 x 6 x 10' decking 
ripped to 3" (tail tops) 8

Pressure-treated 5/4 x 6 x 14' decking 
ripped to 3" (lattice) 9

Pressure-treated 2x4 x 10', ripped 
to 2-1/4" for subbase 3

60-lb. bags of dry mix concrete 30

Concrete forming tubes (2' lengths) 6

Construction adhesive 2 tubes

3" exterior screws (zinc plated) 
No. 12 size for posts 48

3" deck screws 5-lb. box

2-1/2" deck screws 5-lb. box

1/2" PVC pipe 6'

90-degree 1/2" PVC elbows 6

Stain and paint of your choice

Auto body filler

Simpson A21 steel angle 6

Cutting List
KEY PCS. SIZE & DESCRIPTION

A 6 3-1/2" x 3-1/2" x 56" treated 
posts

B 24 3/4" x 3-1/2" x 32" treated post 
shims

C 6 7-1/2" x 96" round columns

D 12 1-1/2" x 5-1/2" round discs 
(column inserts)

E 2 1-1/2" x 9-1/4" x 185" front and 
back beams

F1 2 1-1/2" x 9-1/4" x 145-1/2" side 
beams

F2 1 1-1/2" x 9-1/4" x 142-1/2" 
center beam

G 4 3/4" x 1-1/2" x 142-1/2" ledger 
strips

H 16 1-1/2" x 7-1/4" x 91-3/4" flat 
rafters

J 23 1-1/16" x 3" x 33" tail tops

K 23 1-1/2" x 9-1/4" x 17" decorative 
tails

L1 8 1-1/16" x 3" x 153" lattice strips

L2 1 1-1/16" x 3" x 134" center 
lattice strips*

M 4 3/4" x 3-1/2" x 91-3/4" fascia 
strips*

N 18 3/4" x 3-1/2" x 14-1/2" fascia 
strips

P 24 1-1/2" x 2-1/4" x 12-1/4" sub-
base (under molded base)

* Cut to fit

More PERGOLA➤➤

1MEASURE the projection of your soffits and add 7 in. to accurately

position the column centers near but not too close to the house. Drive

remote stakes an equal distance from the house, attaching a string to

help mark and align the outer post locations. (See text on p. 76 for more 

layout details.) 

2DIG the postholes a mini-

mum of 2 ft. deep and 12 in.

in diameter. Dig 24-in. tubes

into the holes, add your 60-in. posts

and pour concrete around them.

Plumb your posts and align them

with your outer string line. Allow

the concrete to harden for a couple

of days, then trim the posts to 32 in. 
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